STANDARDS OF PRACTICE for
Considering Functional Behavioral Assessment

	A Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) is a process that:

· Provides a framework for developing effective supports for students;
· Examines events that reliably predict and maintain problem behaviors;
· Uses strengths-based approach that considers the “whole student” and in the context the behavior occurs;
· Utilizes student’s strengths to provide a basis for plan development, instructional programming, and behavior management;

· Involves a team of staff and family who know the student well to identify the concerns, gather data, develop a hypothesis and behavior support plan (BSP) and implement the BSP.   

	Data gathering and Considerations
	YES
	NO

	1. Has the teacher initiated a systematic plan to use a variety of instructional strategies to engage the student in his/her learning?
      If NO, please initiate.
	
	

	2. When behavior difficulties were noted, has the teacher tried different interventions in the classroom?  Describe them:
If NO, please implement. 
	
	

	3. a. Has the teacher consulted with other teachers in school, educational   resources (i.e., reading specialist, district resource teacher, school reform specialist,) the school counselor, or behavior specialist for assistance? 

              What was attempted as a result of the consult?
      b. For students who have transferred between schools/agencies/facilities, have members of both the present and former schools/agencies/facilities collaborated to ensure that all pertinent information about the student has been exchanged?
      If NO, please consult and collaborate.
	
	

	4. Has the Complex School Social Worker or DOE counseling provider (school counselor, behavior specialist, school/clinical psychologist) interviewed the parent(s) and completed a Structured Developmental History (SDH) to obtain other important information about the student’s learning difficulties, i.e., family and living situation,  cultural factors, developmental and medical history, etc?  
      If YES, are there any significant factors to consider and incorporate into the IEP   and/or BSP? (i.e., medical, developmental, vision difficulties)

If NO, please conduct the SDH interview and utilize data appropriately.
	YES
	NO

	5. If the problem behavior escalated or interventions were not effective, did the school team conduct a Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA)? 

If NO, develop a Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) and a Behavior Support Plan (BSP).  Refer to the FBA/BSP Guide and samples.
	
	

	6. Was the BSP implemented on a consistent basis by all relevant parties for at least 6 weeks and revised as needed, with documentation and progress monitoring data? 

If NO, please implement consistently or revise, with documentation.
	 
	

	7. If behavior did not improve or the behavior escalated, was the complex school psychologist/clinical psychologist and/or behavioral specialist consulted to assist the school with behavioral assessment/interventions? 
      If YES, what was recommended and implemented?

      If NO, consult the school/clinical psychologist and/or behavioral specialist to assist with behavioral assessment/interventions.
	
	

	8. After implementing the above does it appear that additional information provided through a more in-depth FBA is still needed for the student‘s educational achievement?  Why?
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	School:
	Grade:
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	Position
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