LEGISLATIVE REPORT

SUBJECT: Requesting DOE to consider continuing Project Graduation
training through driver education underwriters’ fees as part of
traffic safety education

REFERENCE: SCR 220

ACTION REQUESTED: Report on subject matter and how DOE is continuing after
the cessation of its federal grant.

DOE REPORT:
Introduction:

The Driver Education Program initiated parent training conferences 18 years ago on
how to plan and conduct Project Graduation events. Two to three event planning
conferences for parent and student committees were held yearly. The participants paid
a partial fee for the training. A federal grant titted Department of Education Traffic
Safety project from the Department of Transportation (DOT) to the Department of
Education (DOE) Driver Education program (Prog ID 16364) and the Driver Education
program special funds (Prog ID 16355) provided subsidies for the training costs. The
funded grant is provided as Attachment A and the Allocation Exhibit, Hwy Safety Act —
Traffic Safety Prog FY 08, 16364, is provided as Attachment B.

§431:10C-115, Hawaii Revised Statutes (Act 66, 1981; Act 213, 1982; and Act 254,
1992) established the Drivers Education fund underwriters’ fee for the operation of the
driver education program administered by the DOE for high school students and traffic
safety education program for grades K-12.

FINDINGS:

After September 30, 2008, the federal grant to the Driver Education program will cease
which provides funds for Project Graduation trainings and planning conferences. DOT
has notified the Driver Education program that future highway safety grants will no
longer fund traffic safety grants.

An Attorney General’s opinion in 1998 confirmed that even though school administrators
and others provide assistance to the parent/community planners, Project Graduation
celebrations are not DOE authorized events. Project Graduation events are not
recognized by the DOE as school-sponsored activities, thus, the underwriters’ funds
administered by the DOE for traffic safety education programs cannot be used. The
underwriters’ fee fund may be used to purchase traffic safety education resource
materials and schools may request Traffic Safety mini-grants to support school-
sponsored traffic safety education programs to be held during the official school year.
As part of the DOE'’s traffic safety education program, the Driver Education program will
continue to provide traffic safety technical assistance and planning resource materials to



Project Graduation parent and student volunteers upon request. The Driver Education
program will not only assist the parents by providing traffic safety technical assistance
and resource materials on planning Project Graduation events, but will also provide
information on highway safety issues that affect teens, and other news from national
organizations, such as Mothers Against Drunk Driving and Students Against Destructive
Decisions.

Parents will pay for all costs associated with the Project Graduation training / planning
conferences. No state funds will subsidize these training / planning conferences as
Project Graduation is not a Department authorized activity. The underwriters’ fees are
designated as special funds; special funds are state funds which are administered by
the DOE. Only programs under the administration of the DOE for driver education and
traffic safety education may be funded with underwriters’ fee special funds.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Future Project Graduation parent training conferences will be organized by parent
volunteers and be self-supporting events.

The driver education program will continue to provide traffic safety education technical
support and planning resources as requested by the parent volunteers and schools.
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Mr. Daniel S. Hamada

Assistant Superintendent
Department of Education

OCISS Instructional Services Branch
475 22" Avenue. Room 217
Honolulu. Hawaii 96816

Dear Mr. Hamada:
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IN REPLY REFER TO

HWY-V 91525

Enclosed for your action is a copy of the approved highway safety reimbursement project
No. AL08-02 (06-S-01). entitled “Department of Education Traffic Safety Project”. A total of

$50.000.00 has been obligated to the project.

The grant tunds will be used to provide mjury prevention education. as well as Project

Prom/Graduation training. activities and student events to students, parents and administrators
via conferences, trainings and dissemination of resources. The funds will also be used to send
Hawaii student representatives to the National Student Safety Program pre-conference planning

meeting and the Annual Teen Lcadership Conference.

Progress reports must be submitted quarterly within 15 days (ending December. M
September) and a final report must be submitted within thirty days of the end of the gr

arch. June and
ant period.

Reimbursement claims must be submitted in accordance with the agreement (monthly or
quarterly) by the 20th ot the month following the claim period. A claim must be submitted even

i no expenditures were made.

The project is subject to the audit requirements of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

A-135, Audit of State/Local Government & Non-Profit Orgamzations. Note that the

Department/Program Number and Title with which this project should be associated in the
Schedule of Federal Assistance should be associated in the Schedule of Federal Assistance
Programs section of your single agency audit report arc: Department of Transportation/20.600 -
State and Community Highway Safety Program. A copy ot all audit reports covering the grant
period must be sent to the Department of Transportation - Highway Safety Staff. 869 Punchbow]

Street. Room 405. Honolulu. HI 96813
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Within 60 days of the date of project approval, the Highway Safety Staft should be advised of
your cognizant Federal audit agency and of when you anticipate the audit report(s) covering the
period of this grant to be issued.

Very truly vours,

L -

BRENNON T. MORIOKA. Ph.D.. P.E.
Interim Director of Transportation

Enclosure






