LEGISLATIVE REPORT

SUBJECT: Requesting DOE to prepare curricular materials that reflect
the Hawaii standards to assist a teacher who temporarily
teaches in an area of not highly qualified.

REFERENCE: SCR 111
ACTION REQUESTED: Report on subject matter

DOE REPORT:
Introduction:
The No Child Left Behind Act emphasizes the importance of content knowledge for
teachers. Assistance to teachers who are temporarily teaching “in an area of not highly
qualified” calls for providing these teachers with content information pertinent to helping
students achieve proficiency on the Hawaii Content and Performance Standards
(HCPS). The Hawaii State Department of Education assists these teachers in the
following ways:
1. Development of curriculum frameworks in the HCPS content areas;
2. Links between HCPS benchmarks and approved, commonly purchased
instructional materials in Science, Social Studies, and Language Arts;
3. Development of curricular and instructional planning through the use of the
HCPS IIl Implementation Model;
4. Development of instructional maps;
5. Development of courses, workshops, and training sessions in the content area;
and
6. Focused sessions with teachers in response to school or complex area requests.

FINDINGS:

1. Development of curriculum frameworks
Curriculum frameworks communicate common understandings about content
and performance standards, instruction, and classroom assessment in a content
area. They answer the following kinds of questions for teachers: What is the
content (e.g., What is Reading)? What are the key concepts in the standards
and benchmarks for any given content area? What should | include when
planning lessons for students? How should | assess student learning? What
content references are available?

These frameworks are available online under the menu item “Document Library”
at http://standardstoolkit.k12.hi.us/index.html.

2. Links between HCPS benchmarks and approved, commonly used instructional
materials in Science, Social Studies, and Language Arts
At the Standards Toolkit website (http://standardstoolkit.k12.hi.us/index.html), a
Quick Search tool lists standards and benchmarks for grade levels and courses.



In science, social studies, and language arts, the benchmarks are linked to
pages in approved materials (e. g., textbooks). A teacher can click on this link
and see approved textbooks and a list of pages that align with the benchmark.

. Training in curricular and instructional planning through the use of the HCPS Il
Implementation Model

The HCPS Il Implementation Process Model is a six-step process that helps
teachers to identify what students must understand and do to demonstrate
proficiency on the standards and benchmarks. This process, described in the
curriculum frameworks, is used consistently by all Instructional Services Branch
content specialists and resource teachers in their work with teachers.

. Development of instructional maps

Instructional maps guide teachers in navigating the benchmarks to develop a
sequence of learning activities for the classroom. They identify specific
benchmarks; describe learning activities; and provide examples of student work
at varying levels of proficiency, a rubric for determining those levels of
proficiency, and commentary regarding the student work.

Instructional maps have been distributed at department head/grade level
chairperson meetings in Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science,
Fine Arts, Health Education, Physical Education, and World Languages. The
Instructional Services Branch is in the process of making these available online.
The procedure for validating student work at all grade levels and for securing the
appropriate permissions to display student work has taken longer than expected.

These maps have been shared with partnership schools in addition to having
been shared with teacher leaders. Portions of the instructional maps in
Language Arts are available at http://isb.k12.hi.us. Health Education instructional
maps have also been used in conjunction with Healthy Hawaii curriculum
workshops and are used by the eight Healthy Hawaii district resource teachers in
their work with schools. Teachers are offered certificates which can be used
toward HOUSSE credit.

. Development of courses, workshops, and training sessions in the content area
The following courses and workshops, which help teachers earn HOUSSE or
college credit, have been offered:

Content Area Course/Workshop/Training Session Topic

Mathematics Developing Mathematical Ideas workshops
TI-Nspire Teacher Leader Cadre

Science Earth-Space Institute

Science Packs

Stop Faking It; Chemistry

Stop Faking it: Physics

EDCS 433: Physics for Non-Physics Teachers (in partnership with
the University of Hawaii, Manoa’s Curriculum, Research, and

Development Group and its Physics Department

Social Studies » Workshops on history, political science, economics, and geography







